
  FRIDAY 29th January 2021 
Dear parents and carers.   
I hope this newsletter finds you and your loved ones safe and well. We have 
managed to   partially reopen school this week but have had more      
positive cases and all contacts concerned have been notified.  
 We currently have: 

 15 staff members that are positive 

 5 pupils that have tested positive 

 A further bubble closed this week when we were expecting 
them back in.   

We are very pleased with the engagement in remote learning.  Please 
do contact us if you are having any   difficulties.  We are trying  to get 
devices to some of you that need them, however COVID is   proving that 
to be a little tricky at this point in time.  
More work packs and Free School Meal vouchers will be delivered next week to 
your homes.  
Please be super vigilant and get tested however mild symptoms are and thank you for all your ongoing support. 
One of our families has asked us to share their experience last week to really highlight the vigilance that is needed at these 
challenging times: 
 

We now believe Child 1 contracted covid-19  week ending 15th Jan. Our child was a little tired over the weekend of 
16th & 17th Jan but not more than we have come to expect mid to end of a half term. 
1. Over this weekend we gave them an extra dose of Movicol as they were possibly heading towards  constipation. 
Something we have to do two or three times month in normal circumstances. 
2. On Monday evening they were pale towards the end of dinner (around 6.30PM) something we occasionally see 
if they have a stomach upset. Usually child 1 vomits an hour or so after looking pale but on this occasion we played 
our normal evening game and had a story before bed as normal and they were not ill. Mood was good/happy/
normal but also tired.  
3. On Tuesday child was fine and went to school as normal. Tuesday evening they were tired when we played our 
evening game. 
4. Wednesday we did not send the child to school having discussed on Tuesday with school keeping them at home 
as requested by school due to the number of staff being off school. 
5. Thursday we doubled up their Movicol  dose - something we have very rarely done. 
6. Friday we continued with higher doses of Movical than we normally do as they were struggling slightly more 
than normal with BM's which were firmer and lower in volume than normal. 
7. My wife gets a covid-19 test weekly on a Friday for her work. She had at this point had no symptoms and all  
previous tests have been negative. She is asthmatic and we have been very careful to follow all the rules rigidly since 
before last March to keep her safe including over Christmas. She did have a minor Asthma breathing difficulty Friday 
night. 
8. First thing Saturday morning she said "I can't smell my soap" Early Saturday AM  her test result came back     
Positive for Covid-19. She has not been in contact with any other persons with covid-19 symptoms (or covid-19      
positive) at any time to our or her works knowledge or that of the test and trace app that runs all the time on our 
phones. 
9. Saturday we phoned school to advise that she was Covid positive and we believed child 1 was also. Following 
conversation with HM we agreed to get the child tested. This was done at 11:00 am on the Saturday 

10. Sunday AM Child 1's test results came back positive. 
11. At all times Child 1 has been behaving normally and in good/normal spirits. The occasional grumpiness was no 
more than expected when hungry / not getting own way / being tired.  
I have put this together to show just how mild to unnoticeable our Childs symptoms are/were. Looking back we can 
see there was evidence from Monday night that we could have spotted  if we have not thought it was  something we 
had seen before / normal. The lesson for us and all of you. If you spot anything, take the cautious step and keep your 
child off school for at least a day or so, so that you can see if anything else develops. Had we done that we would not 
have sent our child to school on Tuesday after being pale at tea time and also tired. These signs were nothing out of 
the    ordinary, we should have put them together with the situation occurring at school and the situation nationally 
with Covid.   Had we taken this step we may have prevented my wife and possibly others at school from contracting 
Covid-19.  
We should be open to most of our pupils next week where they absolutely need a place and will review the class lists daily.    
                           We do thank you all for your ongoing support and working together to get through this difficult time. 

Stay safe , Sarah Whittington  

Please look out for our new website—its 

coming online any time now!  



Copies of our 

newsletters are on 

our website and 

Facebook page 

Reminder to all parents/carers  

A face covering must be worn on the school premises at all times “unless  exempt”.  

Help your child learn with Oxford Owl, they 

are offering a FREE  E-Book library online. 

There are a range of books including graphic 

novels and schemes like Project X that we use 

in school. Free eBook library | Oxford Owl from 

Oxford University Press  

Alyssa and Thomas from Momentum and Horizon represented the School yesterday by answering questions from              

employers from across the country. They have both written a piece below.  

 

Today I took part in an Employer Engagement Event via Zoom, which I found knowledgeable. I was asked to  
participate in this event by answering a number of questions on how a workplace can support an employee with 
additional needs. I was a little nervous at the start, but felt that it went well. I hope this will encourage          
companies to employ people with additional needs. Written by Thomas Watkins  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Today has been very busy. 
 I've done lots of schoolwork and I've attended a webinar that is a great big meeting with speakers giving   
presentations . 
I answered some questions about jobs and training for young people like us it was an experience I will            
never forget I would like to say thank you to Laura for letting me attend I really enjoyed it. 
signing off for now Alyssa. Written by Alyssa  
 
 
I am incredibly proud of Alyssa and Thomas who represented the school at a National Employer   Engagement 
event, they spoke with confidence and maturity and were excellent role models. Thank you both for showing   
employers what skills we have on offer at TWS and I hope that this encourages mores businesses to engage 
with us in the future and increase job opportunities. Well done from Laura 

Education to employment - narrowing the gap for young people with additional 
needs & disabilities - Black Country Chamber of Commerce 

Ladybirds have enjoyed listening to the  
sensory story   'Incy Wincy Spider',    
singing along and joining in with the   
actions.  

               FREE SCHOOL MEALS  
 

Due to Covid, if your financial circumstances 

change for   whatever reason, i.e you are made redundant , 

you have been moved to reduced hours, etc. Please        

remember to inform School as your child may be entitled 

to free school meals.  

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.blackcountrychamber.co.uk/events/28012021/education-to-employment-narrowing-the-gap-for-young-people-with-additional-needs-disabilities/
https://www.blackcountrychamber.co.uk/events/28012021/education-to-employment-narrowing-the-gap-for-young-people-with-additional-needs-disabilities/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/


Children's Mental Health Week 
2021 
Children's Mental Health Week. Children’s Mental 
Health Week is  taking place on 1-7 February 2021.This 
year's theme is Express  Yourself. Children's Mental 
Health Week 2021 For free ideas please use the link.  
Children's Mental Health Week 2021  

 
Parents & Carers. The theme of this year’s           
Children’s Mental Health Week is Express Yourself..  
Expressing yourself is about finding ways to share 
feelings, thoughts, or ideas, through creativity. 

 
During this week you could encourage children  to 
spend time doing what makes them happy if its 
cooking, dancing, drawing, streaming, sand play. 
We would love to see any activities you do, these 
can be sent in on the Facebook Community Page.   
 

Activity ideas 
 
  what is in my heart  -draw a heart and let 
them colour it draw in it paint it  to show how 
they feel. 
 
 
 
 
 
  Gratitude stones—paint a stone or write on 
one what makes you happy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 A sand bottle— use food colouring to dye sand 
different colours, write a tag of what each colour 
represents then you have a little bottle of           
happiness for whenever things are hard. 
 
 

If you want to join in some singing with your children. 
There is a lovely song on YouTube called “Show me your 
happy” It encourages kids to express how they look     
happy and has some basic dance moves but its all open 
to their interpretation too ! If you want to add any of 
your videos you can post them to the Facebook          
Community Page.  
The link for the song is:Show Me Your Happy By The Singing 
Lizard - Munchkin Music - YouTube  

"A group for Children and Young People living with Autism 
and a chance to explore how autism can become their super 
power! The sessions will explore techniques to make life  
easier in a world that wasn’t built for those living with autism 
as well as a chance to have lots of fun." Gazebo run weekly 
session's . See details above on how to book a place.  

 

 

    

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5R4ufdFzIvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5R4ufdFzIvk


Coronavirus (COVID-19) - School Update 
 
If we believe your child has 1 or more of the symptoms, we will ask you to collect him/her 
and book a test (by calling 119) or by going to the Government website. 

 
Symptoms are: 

 High temperature  
 New, continuous cough 
 Loss or change to sense of smell or taste 

 
Coronavirus information in other languages 
The following link provides information on Coronavirus and how to stay safe in a range of different 
languages. 
Other languages | City Of Wolverhampton Council  
 
Please stay vigilant to any new symptoms including: 
 
 New cough  
 High Temperature  
 Loss or change of taste or smell   
 Sore tummy and loose bowels  
 Headache  
 Sore throat  
 Coated mouth  
 Unusual tiredness  
 Aching  
 Back ache/sore ribs  
 Changes in behaviour where your child cannot communicate they are unwell  

 

Diary Dates 
 

 

Monday 15th—Friday 19th February  School Closed—February Half Term  

  

Staff now undertake lateral flow tests in school.  These are rapid tests that allow people   WITHOUT symptoms to 

get tested with results available within 30 minutes.  Should a test come back positive, the individual will be treated 

as symptomatic and will be asked to go to a test centre for the usual Covid Test  procedure and the bubble will 

close pending those results .    

Anyone can now get a lateral flow test without an appointment at one of four  

Covid-19 rapid test centres: 

City of Wolverhampton Council’s Civic Centre (open Monday to Friday from   

8am-7pm and Saturday and Sunday from 10am-6pm)  

the Jamia Masjid Bilal on Newhampton Road West (10am-6.30pm daily) 

St Joseph’s Church, Willenhall Road (Monday to Friday, 2pm-6pm) 

Pendeford Library (Monday to Friday from 10am-4pm and Saturday and Sunday 

from 10am-6pm). 

A  fifth test centre has now  opened at Ashmore Park Hub, they are open 5days 

a week. 10am—6pm. Except Wednesday and Sundays.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information/other-languages?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

